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Message Text 


TAGS: NATO, TU, US, MPOL 

SUBJECT :ECEVrr'S STATEMENT ON PRESIDENT CARTER S MESSAGE 
RE JOINT NATO DECLARATION 


REF: ANKARA 3737; STATE 124245 

1 . EUR ASSISTANT SECRETARY VEST CALLED IN TURKISH AMBASSA- 
DOR ESENBEL ON URGENT BASIS AFTERNOON OF MAY 16 TO EXPRESS 
DEPARTMENT S SHOCK AND STRONG CONCERN AT PRIME MINISTER 
ECEVIT'S REPORTED STATEMENT TO PRESS IN LONDON (SEPTEL) 
DIVULGING EXISTENCE AND SUBSTANCE OF TOTALLY SECRET AND 
PRIVILEGED CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN PRESIDENT CARTER AND OTHER 
HEADS OF GOVERNMENT. VEST EMPHASIZED THAT THIS PRIVATE 
SECRET 


SECRET 


PAGE 02 STATE 124919 


LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT HAD BEEN SENT ON A MOST SECRET 
BASIS. VEST NOTED, THAT WHILE HE WAS SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF 
STATE DEPARTMENT, HE WAS CERTAIN THAT REACTION WOULD BE 
SHARED AT WHITE HOUSE. HE POINTED OUT THAT HE WAS AVOIDING 
A DISCUSSION OF THE SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES RAISED BUT WANTED TO 
MAKE VERY CLEAR THAT WE FOUND THIS EXTRAORDINARY METHOD OF 
HANDLING PRIVILEGED SECRET PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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MOST DISTURBING INDEED. HE ASKED ESENBEL TO MAKE SURE 
OUR VIEWS WERE KNOWN TO THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT. 

2. ESENBEL WHO WAS NOT AWARE OF EITHER THE FBIS NEWS 
REPORT OR THE ARTICLE IN MILLIYET OF MAY 16, STATED THAT 
HE WOULD CONVEY OUR CONCERNS TO HIS GOVERNMENT IMMEDI- 
ATELY. VANCE 


SECRET 
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SECRETSTATE 124919 

EXDIS 
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TAGS: NATO. TU, US, MPOL 

SUBJECT :ECEVIT'S STATEMENT ON PRESIDENT CARTER S MESSAGE 
RE JOINT NATO DECLARATION 

REF: ANKARA 3737; STATE 124245 

1 . EUR ASSISTANT SECRETARY VEST CALLED IN TURKISH AMBASSA- 
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DOR ESENBEL ON URGENT BASIS AFTERNOON OF MAY 16 TO EXPRESS 
DEPARTMENT'S SHOCK AND STRONG CONCERN AT PRIME MINISTER 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 124919 

ECEVIT'S REPORTED STATEMENT TO PRESS IN LONDON (SEPTEL) 
DIVULGING EXISTENCE AND SUBSTANCE OF TOTALLY SECRET AND 
PRIVILEGED CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN PRESIDENT CARTER AND OTHER 
HEADS OF GOVERNMENT. VEST EMPHASIZED THAT THIS PRIVATE 
LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT HAD BEEN SENT ON A MOST SECRET 
BASIS. VEST NOTED, THAT WHILE HE WAS SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF 
STATE DEPARTMENT, HE WAS CERTAIN THAT REACTION WOULD BE 
SHARED AT WHITE HOUSE. HE POINTED OUT THAT HE WAS AVOIDING 
A DISCUSSION OF THE SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES RAISED BUT WANTED TO 
MAKE VERY CLEAR THAT WE FOUND THIS EXTRAORDINARY METHOD OF 
HANDLING PRIVILEGED SECRET PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
MOST DISTURBING INDEED. HE ASKED ESENBEL TO MAKE SURE 
OUR VIEWS WERE KNOWN TO THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT. 

2. ESENBEL WHO WAS NOT AWARE OF EITHER THE FBIS NEWS 
REPORT OR THE ARTICLE IN MILLIYET OF MAY 16, STATED THAT 
HE WOULD CONVEY OUR CONCERNS TO HIS GOVERNMENT IMMEDI- 
ATELY. VANCE 

UNQUOTE VANCE 


SECRET 
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